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Dear Sir
Wind Prospect’s Applications for 3 Windfarm Developments in the Ochil Hills (at Rhodders 11/00299/FLL, Burnfoot Hill 11/01930/FLM and Frandy Hill 11/01952/FLM)
I write in support of objections that I understand you have received to the prospect of a further eighteen turbines being planted in the Ochil Hills at and next to the current Burnfoot Hill wind farm.  I hope I am not too late to register such objection, although the main focus of this letter is to call for a moratorium on further windfarm developments in these hills and explain why.

In November 2000, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) produced strategic locational guidance for onshore windfarms and recognised the ‘short-term’ nature of onshore technology, stating that in the longer term offshore wind, wave and tidal power generation has less overall impact on the environment.  The Guidance reinforced the need for care in location of windfarms because of their effect on landscape, habitat and species.  It recognised the valuable role of AGLV’s in protecting important local natural heritage, the potential for windfarms to lead to loss of wild land (a designation sought by John Muir Trust) and the need for SSSI’s to be protected from the potential adverse impact of windfarms.  I understand the Rhodders site lies within an AGLV.
In June 2004, PKC’s revised Wind Energy Policy and Guidelines referred to a Landscape Capacity Study commissioned by PKC, CC and SNH that looked in detail at the Ochil Hills west of the M90.  It concluded that all the areas of higher potential for windfarm developments, from a landscape point of view, are the most sensitive from a visual point of view.  Furthermore, “any windfarm of a commercial scale and with contemporary turbine size (up to about 120m to blade tip) would be inappropriate in the Ochils”.  If, however, the Councils and SNH consider that one would be appropriate, it was recommended that only one should be permitted and then only on the basis of smaller turbines to avoid dwarfing the hills themselves.  The preferred location is an area of undulating upland between Glendevon and Glenfarg, utilising the topography to ‘nestle’ the turbines into the landform and minimise the impact on the skyline from views north and south of the hills.

It is regrettable that the authorities, in light of subsequent developments, have not taken full cognisance of such guidance and studies.

In May 2005, the Ochil Hills west of the M90 was mapped as a sensitive area for windfarm developments.

In a letter of May 2006 to the Reporter for the Pre-Inquiry Meeting into six planning appeals for proposed windfarms in the Ochil Hills, I suggested that, in terms of cumulative landscape and visual impact, we may be looking at the effect of nine windfarm applications between Upper Glendevon and Glenfarg.  At this time, PKC’s Development Control Committee had refused all the various windfarm developments proposed in the Ochil Hills area because of their conflict with PKC policy.  The Ochil Hills have been unfairly targeted by a plethora of applications that show no sign of diminishing with these latest proposals.
Subsequently, as you will be aware, the Greenknowes and Lochelbank windfarms were allowed on appeal, against the wishes of the communities and elected members for these areas, by Government Reporters.  I regarded the Greenknowes decision as particularly outrageous, especially the Reporters’ flawed assessment of the landscape and visual impact of the proposal (obvious now on the skyline) and the fact it did not comply with PKC’s policies, local and structure plans.  It was also made in isolation given at the time the imminent conjoined inquiry into the numerous applications afore-mentioned.

In March 2007, CC narrowly approved the Burnfoot Hill application, despite calls for a delay until the conjoined inquiry on other proposals was concluded.  In terms of assessing cumulative impact of windfarm developments in the Ochils, the whole process has been handled by the authorities unsatisfactorily and my enduring concern is that this may continue, hence this joint letter.  Throughout this period, the power companies have shown themselves to be cavalier, duplicitous and philistine in their approach to our landscape and planning policies.
Following the August 2007 Inquiry rulings, we now have three large windfarms in the Ochils existing that I suggest are contrary to our Council policies, before you decide these latest applications.  I note with concern that the current applications show a small reduction in the number of turbines from that originally proposed following detailed consultation with yourselves; I hope this does not signal that you are content to sanction these further developments proposed and applied for?

It is time to call a halt on further windfarm developments in the Ochil Hills.  PKC are still reviewing their wind energy policies as part of their Single Local Development Plan, also landscape designations are set to change in consultation on the Supplementary Guidance therein.  In my submission to the Main Issues Report for PKC’s Local Plan, I called for a Regional Park Status for the Ochil Hills, like the Lomonds of Fife.  This beautiful hill landscape needs protection now, not further industrialisation from more windfarms.  If the Ochils are anything to go by, Scotland faces the prospect of major adverse impacts on its hill landscapes from the Scottish Government’s misguided and short-term energy policy.

Please refuse these applications and take steps to ensure more landscape protection for the Ochils.

I enclose background documentation pertinent to the above for reference, in particular, enclosures detailing the considerable scepticism (shared by many engineers) that onshore windfarms will be a major contributor to our energy needs rather than the political quick fix, at huge subsidy from the taxpayer that allows Government to assert that it’s doing something about climate change.  

Please let me know if you require any further background or clarification on the content of this letter.

Yours sincerely
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Councillor Mike Barnacle
Independent Member for Kinross-shire
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Enclosures
N11 Courier and Advertiser Article 25/2/03 by Jim Crumley

N33 Rural Scotland’s Windfarm Policy Statement July 2003

N37 and N38 are 2 Articles from The Scottish Mountaineer Issue of August 2003

N20 RSPB Scotland Parliamentary Briefing on Windfarms August 2003

PK23 Letter to Councillor Barnacle from Chris and Alison Grave 22/8/03

N39 The Times Article 24/10/03 by Simon Jenkins

Submission to Balado Inquiry in 2003 (extracts from – relevant paragraphs highlighted in red)

N40 and N41 2 Articles from The Guardian 26/2/05

Councillor Barnacle’s letter to Reporters Unit of 24/5/06 re Pre-Inquiry Meeting on 6 Planning Appeals for proposed Windfarms in Ochil Hills

N42 Courier and Advertiser Article 20/6/06 by Jim Crumley

Councillor Barnacle’s Statement to PKC Development Control Committee on 2/8/06 – Report on Position re Ochil Windfarm Appeals

N43 Press Release of 18/9/06 when Rambler’s Association Calls for Renewables Rethink

Councillor Barnacle’s letter to Reporters’ Unit of 23/10/06 re Windfarms in the Ochils with Particular Reference to Mellock Hill proposal

Stuart Dean’s email of 28/3/07 re Burnfoot Hill Windfarm approval

Scotsman Magazine Article 25/6/11 by Alastair Robertson

December 2011 – John Mackay’s lobbying document “Scotland’s Beauty at Risk”
